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Fire Cadet Test Prep
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Candidate Recruitment
Milwaukee Fire Department
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Complete Survey

� Communication permission
� Survey website

� Online resources
� milwaukee.gov/mfd
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Milwaukee.gov/MFD
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Point out Google maps links, automatically goes to directions

We will be putting up practice tests, practice resources and this PowerPoint
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Test taking hints, notes and etcetera.  



10



11

Test outline

� Written 
� Physical
� Oral
� Background
� Medical

Refer to previous slide
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Written Exam
� I/O Solutions wrote test, not MFD
� National Firefighter Selection Inventory
� 11 dimensions

� 3 Personality Attributes
� 8 Cognitive Abilities

� 155 questions
� 2.5 hours

� Note on accommodations
� Contact FPC 286-3751

The test has questions about firefighting scenarios, but requires no actual 
firefighting knowledge

Sample accounting question:

You are a supervisor at a accounting firm and one of your employees has 
completed their dr-456 form incorrectly 12 times.  How do you handle this 
employee?
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Preparation

� Practice
� Peer Groups
� Online resources
� Parents & Teachers
� Frequently Asked Questions
� Start practicing for physical, & oral exam

� Cardio, strength training, diet, communication

The more you practice, the better you will be.  Come to practice test sessions as 
you would for the actual exam.

Even though this is a competitive process, Feel free to study with friends, as they 
may have insight that you normally wouldn’t.  Be careful not to practice bad habits.  
You may end up #1 and #2 on the list!

Use our webpage and other online resources for studying.  Feel free to email, or 
inbox us with questions.  Bring questions to practice sessions to practice test dates
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Preparation

� Go through your test packet
� Google is your friend!
� Underline new terms and words

Underline words that you don’t understand and make it a habit to start doing this in 
your reading.

Remember that each paragraph represents a part of the story in the timeline.  Story 
problems are stories, but don’t read too far into them.

Look for key words in your questions and answers that give direction or clarify with 
absolute statements.

Always, never, first, last, most, least, not.

Be careful not to skip over these statements, and use them to answer questions.
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Test day!

� Saturday April 21
� Madison High School - Auditorium 
� 0900

� Add event to your calendar!

� Arrive early with a photo ID
� NO Phones!
� No calculators
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National Firefighter 
Selection Inventory
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3 Personality Attributes

1. Stress Tolerance
2. Team Orientation
3. Motivation / Attitude

� Answer honestly
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8 Cognitive Abilities
1. Verbal Comprehension
2. Verbal Expression
3. Problem Sensitivity
4. Deductive Reasoning
5. Inductive Reasoning
6. Information Ordering
7. Mathematical Reasoning
8. Number Facility

Not necessarily in this order, or made apparent in test.  Presented as medical and 
firefighting scenarios, but have nothing to do with medicine or firefighting.  Just 
there to put you in a specific mind frame

Most questions are in story problem form
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1. Verbal Comprehension

� Ability to understand language
� Written and spoken
� Single words as well as word patterns
� Interpret meaning of a scenario
� Hear a description and understand what 

happened

In the past there has been a auditory portion of the exam where you listened to a 
recording once and answered questions about the recording.  

My personal advice is to try to make whatever you see or hear real.  Close you eyes 
and imagine the scenario.  Give your characters faces, make the environment 
someplace you know (home, school, grandparents house, etc)

You will most likely have one story and several questions following that story, same 
as many other questions of the exam.

-----Add radio transmission here
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2. Verbal Expression

� Use language (written or verbal) to 
communicate info & ideas 

� Vocabulary use
� Distinctions among words
� Grammar
� Ordering of words

Vocabulary use – choose correct word for situation

Distinctions of words – correct tense of word for situation

Grammar – correct sentence construction “What should I do with it?” as opposed to 
“what to do with it?”

Ordering of words – words in correct order for use

Also includes spelling. There is no spell check

When trying to choose correct word, or tense, cross out incorrect answers first, then 
say sentence to your self, which one sounds correct.

Match tenses with tense in phrase (past, present, future) (-ed, -ing,)
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3. Problem Sensitivity

� Recognize a problem from context clues
� Recognition only
� Not problem solving

Heavy inference, look for clues as to what the problem is.

Rule out other choices that have no supporting evidence in the writing
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4. Deductive Reasoning

� Apply given rules to a situation
� Proceed to a conclusion from a given point

The answer will be in the question.  You must figure out the answer based on 
whatever information your given.
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5. Inductive Reasoning

� Find a rule or concept that fits situation
� Under how a string of events may be 

connected

Remember when reading scenarios try to make a mental image to help your story 
along.  As with previous questions, we are asking you to infer data
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6. Information Ordering

� Put info in the appropriate order
� Think of a recipe
� Look for order words in question or answer
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7. Mathematical Reasoning

� Looking at numbers to figure out an 
answer

� Estimating
� No direct figuring
� Word answer in sentence form
� Check your answer by putting it back into 

problem
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8. Number Facility (Math)

� Story problems 
� Traditional math
� Add, subtract, multiply or divide
� Put your answer back into your question to 

check your work
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What’s next

� Written test April 21st

� Madison High School Auditorium
� 0900 sharp!  - show up early
� milwaukee.gov/mfd

� Google calendar link
� Google map link
� Bus schedule
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What’s next

� Physical exam TBA
� Start running now
� Group run schedule coming
� Start weightlifting (don’t hurt yourself!)



29

What’s next

� Spring Break
� Be safe
� Be responsible
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Questions
� Email most reliable means
� jparish@milwaukee.gov
� Parent questions also welcomed!
� Teachers and school resources

� Math
� Phys-ed
� English (ESL)

� GOOGLE


